
Speaker: Larry Lesser
The Birthday Problem is famous not 
only in math class — it’s also appeared 
in popular culture, such as in three 
straight episodes of The Tonight Show!  
Join Larry Lesser, Professor in the 
Mathematical Sciences Department at 
The University of Texas at El Paso, as we 
test our intuition with this problem — 
and some interesting variations — while 
incorporating math history and the role 
of assumptions.  Even those who may 
have heard the main punchline will enjoy 
doing demonstrations and simulations, 
reflecting on how we perceive 
coincidence, and learning how the 
underlying reasoning applies to medical 
statisticians, criminologists, cybersecurity 
analysts, wildlife biologists, and more.
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