
 
Print and Play 
March 2026 
Color the States Solution 
 
Nevada, Kentucky, and West Virginia are each surrounded by an odd number of neighboring states.  (Can 
you find the corresponding nodes on the network?) 
 
If a state is completely surrounded by a ring containing an odd number of states, at least three colors are 
needed to color in the ring so that adjacent states have different colors, and, therefore, four colors are 
needed altogether.   
 
 


